
Bridging research and policy
Information and analysis at the 
heart of our parliamentary 
democracy



Information and analysis

• Evidence and research in the House of Commons

• Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology

• House of Commons Library

• Knowledge Exchange Unit
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Evidence and research in 
the House of Commons



What does the UK Parliament do?

• Represents the people

• Checks and challenges the work of the 
Government (scrutiny)

• Makes and changes laws (legislation)

• Debates the important issues of the day 
(debating)

• Checks and approves Government spending 
(taxes and budgets)

Image by Dan Johnston from Pixabay 

https://pixabay.com/users/ChequeredInk-2062887/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1203181
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1203181


What is the UK Government?

The party or parties who can command the confidence of 
the House of Commons forms the Government.

The Government:

• runs public departments and public services (e.g. Home 
Office)

• proposes new laws to the UK Parliament
• is accountable to Parliament
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Science advice

FST 2021 Science advice in the UK

Hutchings & Stenseth. Trends in Ecology & Evolution 2016; 31(1): 7–11
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https://www.foundation.org.uk/Document-Library/Science-Advice-in-the-UK


Evidence-informed policy-making

Research evidence

Population: 
characteristics, 
needs, values, 

preferences

Resources, including 
expertise

Environment and 
organisational context

Decision-making

Satterfield et al. Milbank Q. 2009 Jun; 87(2): 368–390
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Where do MPs get information?

Sources of 
Information

Work of the 
House eg: 
Petitions

Government

Press/
Journalists

Party ‘machine’
Own staff 
(Research 

Assistants/policy 
advisors)

Own 
research – 

press, 
books, 

areas of 
interest

POST

Select Committees

All 
party 

groups

House of 
Commons

/Lords 
Library

Constituents
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Library

Biological 
sciences and 

health

Energy and 
environment

Digital and 
physical sciences

Social sciences

 
 
 
 
 

 

POSTNOTE 

 
 

The Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA 

02072192840 post@parliament.uk parliament.uk/post 

 

Number 593 February 2019 

Cyber Security of Consumer Devices 

 

Internet-connected consumer devices can 
provide economic and social benefits. 

Weaknesses in the cyber security of these 
devices can undermine the privacy and safety 

of individual users, and can be used for large-
scale cyber-attacks. This briefing looks at the 

cyber threats associated with consumer 
devices, their causes, and initiatives to improve 

device security and related challenges. 

 

Overview 

◼  There is a growing UK market for internet-

connected devices such as smart home 

appliances and home monitoring systems. 

◼  The poor cyber security of these devices can 

lead to data loss, privacy infringements, risks to 

physical safety and security, and the widespread 

disruption of online services. 

◼  A lack of economic incentives, fragmented 

industry standards, and some user behaviours 

contribute to poor cyber security.  

◼  The UK Government has produced a voluntary 

Code of Practice for industry, which it may 

decide to enforce through regulation. It is also 

developing a labelling scheme to help inform 

consumers.  

◼  Challenges include the complexity of supply 

chains, difficulties assessing security, and a 

shortage of cyber security expertise. 

 

Background 
An increasing number of consumer devices, including toys, 

TVs and washing machines, can be connected to networks 

such as the internet. Connected devices, together with the 

networks and services they connect to, are often referred to 

as the Internet of Things (IoT).1 Although forecasting the 

growth of the IoT is difficult,2,3 analysis firm Gartner 

suggests that over 13 billion (bn) connected devices could 

be in use by consumers globally by 2020.4 Connected 

consumer devices (Box 1) may offer consumers lower costs, 

greater convenience, and improved quality of life. McKinsey 

estimate that by 2025, consumer IoT systems could 

contribute $200-350 bn (roughly £155-270 bn) per year to 

the global economy via more efficient energy management, 

labour savings due to the automation of household chores, 

and the avoidance of injuries and deaths due to better 

home security.5 However, stakeholders have expressed 

concerns about the poor security of many devices.6-10 

Insecure devices can compromise consumers’ privacy and 

security or be hijacked and used to disrupt others’ use of 

the internet. In 2016, the UK Government committed £1.9 

bn to cyber security over five years, as part of its National 

Cyber Security Strategy.11,12 This included an objective for 

most new online products and services to be cyber secure 

by default by 2021. In March 2018, the Department for 

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) proposed a 

voluntary Code of Practice for industry to ensure that 

devices are “secure by design”, with strong security built in, 

reducing the onus on consumers to securely configure their 

own devices.13 This code was published in October 2018.14 

Device Adoption 

A 2018 survey of 3,750 consumers by Ofcom found that the 

most common connected devices in the UK include:15   

◼  Smartphones – used by 78% of respondents 

◼  Smart TVs – in 42% of households surveyed 

◼  Wearable devices – in 20% of households, including 

fitness trackers that monitor factors such as physical 

activity and location 

◼  Smart speakers – in 13% of households, which can react 

to voice commands and be used to control other devices. 

Other applications for connected devices include home 

monitoring systems (such as those for heating systems, 

lighting systems, burglar alarms and cameras) and smart 

appliances such as kettles and fridges. These can often be 

remotely monitored or controlled by users for greater 

convenience or security. A 2018 survey of 1,000 consumers 

by the trade body techUK found that ownership of these 

products is growing more slowly than for the most prevalent 

devices (above). Consumers most often cited cost as the 

main barrier to purchasing devices (41%), followed by 

privacy (21%) and cyber security concerns (16%).16 
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By Melanie Gower 

18 March 2022 
Nationality and Borders Bill: 
Progress of the Bill 

  

 Summary 

1 Background 

2 Committee stage 

3 Remaining Commons stages 

4 Lords amendments 

Annex: Public Bill Committee details 
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Research Briefing 

 
By Matthew Keep, 

Daniel Harari, 

Brigid Francis-Devine 

17 March 2022 

Background to Spring 
Statement 2022 

  

 Summary 

1 Introduction 

2 Economic situation 

3 Cost of living: The effect on households 

4 Public finances 

5 Parliament’s fiscal year 
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Parliamentary Office of 
Science and Technology



Need for legislative science advice
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Bridging research and policy

• Synthesising research 
evidence into summaries 
accessible to 
parliamentarians

• POSTbriefs

• Direct science advice to 
Parliament

• Training the next generations 
of policy-makers and policy-
wise researchers

• Focus on better use of 
research evidence in 
Parliament

• Organising horizon scanning 
to identify future trends and 
developments

• POSTnotes

• Partnering with academia 
and industry to ensure the 
best available evidence is 
incorporated into policy

• Knowledge Exchange Unit

Partnering Organising

SynthesisingTraining
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UK Parliament Post reports (examples)
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Assessments
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The Library



History of the Library

• First Librarian appointed 1818

• Main function
• Place to work

• Hold items Members wouldn’t be expected 
to hold in their private studies. 

• Members Library suite opened 1852

• Research Service created 1945–46

C room, 1896
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Topics

• Employment, pay, consumer finance, business support, taxation, pensions, corporate governance

• Parking, local transport, rail, aviation, roads and vehicles, shippingBusiness and Transport

• Financial stats, public spending, local government finances, poverty and wages, skills and training

• UK and international economics, trade policy, state aid, regional developmentEconomic Policy & Statistics

• Prisons, probation, sentencing, police, criminal law, personal injury, anti-social behaviour 

• Human rights, terrorism, extradition, intelligence services, nationality, immigration, asylumHome Affairs

• Defence, NATO, armed forces, nuclear proliferation, arms trading, UK foreign policy

• International law and treaties, , international organisations, countriesInternational Affairs & Defence

• Civil service, central government, elections, political parties

• UK Parliament, constitution, courts, devolution, public inquiriesParliament & Constitution Centre

• Fisheries, marine, agriculture and food, environment policy, water, climate change

• Public health and medicine, planning, energy, telecoms, science and technologyScience & Environment

• Crime, police, health, transport, housing, planning, migration, energy, higher education

• Elections, political parties, pensions, schools, defence, social security, public health, justiceSocial & General Statistics

• Social services, care homes, health services, social security, housing

• Higher and further education, education, child maintenanceSocial Policy
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Main characteristics of 
parliamentary research

• Impartiality

• Accuracy

• Timeliness

• Relevance

• Confidentiality

• Accessibility

• Analysis of public domain sources rather than primary research
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How is our work used?

• Plenary debates

• Maiden speeches

• Scrutinising legislation

• Constituents, surgeries

• Drafting PQs

• Media (short deadlines!)

• Select Committee work
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Research requests – 
Questions we get asked…

• How does the Warm Homes discount work?

• Can I have a brief on Motor Neuron Disease?

• How does the 1779 Inclosure Act relate to my local area?

• What planning and health and safety rules apply to car washes?

• What fishing rights does the UK have?

• How is cannabis made available for medical use?

• Is 5G safe?

• Who owns UK water companies and how much are they worth?

• Does a household have to have a water smart meter?
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Research briefing examples

21



Research briefing examples (2)
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Election data: UK-wide and by constituency
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Some statistics

• In 2023/24:
• 17,000 research requests

• 40 legislative briefings

• 160 new topical briefings

• 1000 updates to topical briefings

• 400 economic indicators

• 220 debate packs

• 100 constituency casework articles

• 88,000 proceedings, questions and papers indexed

• 5286 new terms in Parliament’s Thesaurus

• 1000 changes to records in MNIS
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Knowledge Exchange Unit



POST’s Knowledge Exchange Unit

Promotion of opportunities to engage with Parliament

Training and resources around engagement

Parliamentary Academic Fellowships 

Building networks of knowledge mobilisers 
 within universities
 

Shaping higher education ​policy and practice:
• Close engagement with Research England, to shape 

REF2020 Guidelines and Impact Assessor training
• Nominating 7 staff to IA roles
• Close engagement to shape KEF

26



Promoting opportunities: I 

@UKParl_Research



Promoting opportunities: II 

parliament.uk/keunews
28



Resources

parliament.uk/research-impact
25 September 2024 29



Parliamentary
Academic 
Fellowship
Scheme

POST's Parliamentary Academic Fellowship 
Scheme - UK Parliament

https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/research-impact-at-the-uk-parliament/academic-fellowships/posts-parliamentary-academic-fellowship-scheme/
https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/research-impact-at-the-uk-parliament/academic-fellowships/posts-parliamentary-academic-fellowship-scheme/


Where next?

Creation of the Policy, Research and Analysis Community

Parliamentary Academic Fellows and Thematic Research Leads

Engaging students in impact, policy and knowledge exchange

Continue to strengthen connections with the research community
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House of Commons Library website

commonslibrary.parliament.uk
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POST webpages

post.parliament.uk
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Research impact at the UK Parliament

www.parliament.uk/research-impact
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Houses of Commons
Palace of Westminster
Westminster
SW1A 0AA

+44 (0)20 7219 4272
@ukparliament
parliament.uk

Thank you
Subscribe: commonslibrary.parliament.uk

Follow: @commonslibrary
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